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it. In February Petrograd was in revolt, and a Provisional
Government replaced the fallen Tsardom. In France and
England the press completely misrepresented the movement
as the result of popular indignation against the hopeless blunder-
ing of the Imperial Government in the conduct of the war and
predicted that there would now be a national uprising against
the invaders of Russia. But in the few cities and the thousands
of villages of European Russia most of the people were dis-
heartened by the useless sacrifices of years of war. There had
been growing discontent during the winter of 1916-17. There
had been much the same but less intense weariness and unrest
in Russia after the disasters of the Far Eastern War with Japan,
but then the army had stood by the authorities. Now it had
failed the Government.

Moderate men were at first in power, but the record of the
new government of Russia for months to come was that of the
steady rise to influence of the extreme socialist groups and
parties. In the autumn this culminated in the Communist and
Internationalist party of Lenin and Trotsky obtaining control.
The disorganization of the army had begun in the early days
of the revolutionary government. Imitating the precedent of
the great French Revolution, the new government sent civil
commissioners to advise and report upon the commanders at
the front. 'Soviets' (people's committees) were being formed all
over Russia to direct local affairs, and in order to 'democratize'
the army soldiers3 committees were formed in regiments and
divisions. When it was announced that the land was to be
divided among the country folk soldiers began to desert in
hundreds, to get back to their villages and secure their share in
the coming parcelling out of the land. The armies of Austria
and Germany quietly held their line, while Berlin and Vienna
watched this rapid disintegration of the Russian forces. It
was sound policy, for a premature intervention might have
arrested the rivalry of the revolutionary parties, and the grow-
ing disorganization of what was left of the army. On the 5th
May Kerensky became War Minister at Petrograd. He went
to the front and made an attempt to help Brussilov, the com-